WELCOME TO OUR SERVICE

Sunday, December 1st, 2024
ADVENT COMMUNION SUNDAY

PRELUDE

WELCOME

CELEBRATIONS & CONCERNS
LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

WE GATHER TO WORSHIP

(* Please stand in body or spirit as able)

(Please remain seated)

CENTRING SONG VU1 (Vvslonly)
“0 Come, O Come Emmanuel”

O come, O come, Emmanuel,
and ransom captive Israel

that mourns in lowly exile here

until the Son of God appear.

Rejoice, Rejoice!

Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel

CALL TO WORSHIP (responsive)

As we enter into Advent, we come seeking hope.

Hope in the midst of fear.
Hope in the midst of sorrow.

Hope when it seems hopeless.
God offers us true hope.

We come seeking a new dream.
We come seeking God’s promised hope.

We come seeking God-with-Us.
Come, let us worship God.

*HYMN VU#5  “All Earth is Waiting”

Lighting of the Advent Candle

Today is the first Sunday of Advent, the Sunday that
we light the candle of Hope on our Advent Wreath
(the first purple candle is lit)

Presenting a Symbol of Hope — Hailey Knight

We are grateful that through Jesus’ birth, which we
celebrate this season, God gives us the gift of Hope.

Let us pray together in unison

Thank you, God, for sending Jesus, Your gift

of hope to the world. Help us to look for hope in
our own lives and to bring hope to people who live
in anxiety and fear or who feel discouraged and
alone. Let this candle remind us that the light of
Christ is shining in our hearts and can spread
from us to the world when we live in hope. Amen!

Candlelighting Hymn VU #7 V1
“Hope is a Star”
Hope is a star that shines in the night,
leading us on till the morning is bright.
When God is a child there’s joy in our song.
The last shall be first and the weak shall be strong,
and none shall be afraid.

SPECIAL MUSIC

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD

TIME FOR ALL AGES
“Name That Christmas Song??”

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION
SCRIPTURE

Jeremiah 33: 14-16

Luke 21: 25-36
RESPONSE: Thanks be to God

SERMON “Glimpses of Hope”

WE RESPOND TO THE WORD

OFFERING INVITATION
(Collection Plates at each entrance)

*Please Stand for the Offering Hymn

Tune of “Good King Wenceslas”
Here are gifts we offer, God,

thankful for our blessings.
Take them, Spirit, use them to,

spread the hopeful message;
That Christ comes to bring to us

life for all creation.

May our gifts help bring to all,

love and transformation.

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (unison)

Teach us, God, to offer the very best of who
we are in the service of your will through the
mission of this church: may we offer hope,
joy, and reconciliation in the world so much
in need. Receive what we give for the sake
of Jesus Christ. Amen



SACRAMENT of HOLY COMMUNION
Communion Invitation

(Please remain seated)
COMMUNION HYMN VU #512 wverses 1, 3
“Lord, You Give the Great Commission”

God be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift our hearts in prayer.
Let us give thanks to God.
It is good to give God thanks and praise.

We join in the Advent praise of all your people,
“O Come, Emmanuel”

SANCTUS (Choir)
O come — King born in a stable crude,
We hunger for your heavenly food.
With bread and wine, our spirits -- feed;
And help us follow where-- you lead.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel will come to you,
O Israel.

Now, O God, we remember Jesus.
How he was tempted and tried.
But through it all, He relied on you
for everything.
He was obedient to you and yet scorned by the
powers of this world.
He confounded the haughty and gave
hope to the humble.

He was betrayed and deserted. He died between
thieves and was buried in a borrowed grave.
Yet you gave him new life. He lives even
now, our healer and friend.
He loved us well, loved us to the end,
and loves us still.
PRAYER

The Lord’s Prayer ..... Amen

SHARING the BREAD & CUP

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION (unison)

We thank you, God, for breaking into our
world and pouring into our lives and our
experiences.
We thank you, God, for this meal of
thanksgiving and the stories of love, grace,
and hope that it tells. Amen.

(please stand )

*HYMN FOLLOWING COMMUNION
VU #512 verse 5
“Lord, You Give the Great Commission”

*COMMISSIONING & BENEDICTION
*Sung Blessing MV #220 verse 1
“Hope Shines as a Solitary Star”
Hope shines as the solitary star,
Faith is the inner light.
You and | together mirror the Light of Lights,
and illumine the pathway home.

Please remain standing until Bible is closed

POSTLUDE * R KA

LONDON ROAD WEST
UNITED CHURCH

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT
“HOPE"

PASTOR ROXANNE BALE

Email: roxanne.bale3@gmail.com
Cell 519-280-7744

CHURCH OFFICE 519-542-2084
LRWunitedchurch@gmail.com
www.londonroadwestunitedchurch

ORGANIST Ryan Shaw

“London Road West United Church is a welcoming congregation

celebrating God’s presence through worship, music, spiritual
enrichment and outreach.”

“Be with us: Celebrate GOD!”
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