WELCOME TO OUR SERVICE

Sunday, December 15t , 2024

ADVENT III - JOY
PRELUDE
WELCOME
CELEBRATIONS & CONCERNS
Light the Lights - Choir

WE GATHER TO WORSHIP

(* Please stand in body or spirit as able)

(Please remain seated)

CALL TO WORSHIP (responsive)

Joy, in the midst of sadness—is such a thing possible?
We come weary but full of hope that this is
true, full of love for one another and God.

Joy, even when things are hard, this joy we seek today.

Let us gather seeking God-with-Us.
Let us pray for Emmanuel, for joy, for wisdom to find
those glimmers of joy like stars in the night sky.
Come, let us worship together.

*HYMN VU#28 wvs 1,4
“Herald Sound the Note of Gladness”

Lighting of the Advent Candle
(light the first two purple candles)

Today is the third Sunday of Advent, the Sunday that
we light the candle of Joy on our Advent Wreath
(the pink candle is lit)

Presenting a Symbol of JOY
Barb & Cruze McNaughton

We are grateful that through Jesus’ birth, which we
celebrate this season, God gives us the gift of JOY.

Let us pray together in unison
Thank you, God, for sending Jesus, Your gift
of joy to the world. Help us to stop and look for joy
in this busy season. Help us to work with Jesus to
bring joy to places where people are living in
sadness or pain. Let this candle remind us that the
light of Christ is shining in our hearts and can
spread from us to others when we live in Joy.

Amen

Candle lighting Hymn VU #7 V3
“Hope is a Star”

Joy is a song that welcomes the dawn,
telling the world that the Saviour is born.
When God is a child there’s joy in our song.
The last shall be first and the weak shall be strong,
and none shall be afraid.

SPECIAL MUSIC

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION
SCRIPTURE

Isaiah 7: 14

Matthew 1: 18 - 24

Matthew 2: 7 - 10

RESPONSE: Thanks be to God

WHITE GIFT Presentation
“New Star”

Throughout this presentation, there will be various
Christmas songs, please refer to the insert for words
to all of the music

Musical Introduction

Little Town of Bethlehem
There’s a Star in the East

It Came Upon a Midnight Clear
We Three Kings

We Wish You a Merry Christmas

WE RESPOND TO THE WORD

OFFERING INVITATION
(Collection Plates at each entrance)

Collection of White Gifts

*Please Stand for the Offering Hymn

Tune of “Good King Wenceslas”
Here are gifts we offer, God,

thankful for our blessings.
Take them, Spirit, use them to,

spread the peaceful message;
That Christ comes to bring to us

life for all creation.

May our gifts help bring to all,

love and transformation.




*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (unison)

Teach us, God, to offer the very best of who
we are in the service of your will through the
mission of this church: may we offer hope,
joy, and reconciliation in the world so much
in need. Receive what we give for the sake
of Jesus Christ. Amen

PASTORAL PRAYER
The Lord’s Prayer ..... Amen

*HYMN VU #59
“Joy to the World”

*COMMISSIONING & BENEDICTION
*Sung Blessing MV #220 verse 3
“Hope Shines as a Solitary Star”
JOY shines as the solitary star,
Faith is the inner light.
You and | together mirror the Light of Lights,
and illumine the pathway home.

Please remain standing until Bible is closed

POSTLUDE *EE A

December 2214, - Christmas Service —
regular time

December 24t - Family Christmas Eve service
at 6:00 pm

TODAY, White Gift Service, For those who wish to
support through a financial donation, either the Inn of
the Good Shepherd or the Women’s Interval Home —
Envelopes are available on the back table.
Please make your cheque payable to the organization
of your choice.

TODAY, “Under the Star” 1358 Kerr Line,
Wallaceburg — Open House 5-7PM
See additional information on back table

ADVENT BIBLE STUDY
Tuesday, December 17t at 11:00 AM

The “Mitten Tree” is back this year. &
Please feel free to add mittens or 00y
hats at any time. All items will go ”éiff"

to “The House By the Side of the Road”  MitenTtee

A Christmas Blessing

May your Christmas glow
S with the wonder
| of that magical star-lit

night
Whewn the holy Christ

Child’s birth
| Fllled the world
with hope so bright.

And b each day that follows
May you be forever blessed
With the gifts of that first
Christmas ~

Peace and happlness,
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“London Road West United Church is a welcoming congregation

celebrating God’s presence through worship, music, spiritual
enrichment and outreach.”

“Be with us: Celebrate GOD!”
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