LIGHTING OF THE CHRIST CANDLE
LIGHTING OF THE PEACE CANDLE

WE GATHER TO WORSHIP

(* Please stand in body or spirit as able)

(remain seated)
CALL TO WORSHIP
Let us journey to the Jordan River;
the place where the people of Israel
came to find God.
Let us stand with Jesus and the crowds,
who came to the river to be baptized
by John the Baptist.
Let us see the heavens open and hear God’s
affirmation, “You are my beloved child”
Yes! We are God’s beloved children!
May glory and praise be given to God-with-us!

*HYMN: VU# 100 VERSES1, 4,5
“When Jesus Comes to Be Baptized”

OPENING PRAYER (unison)

Loving God, Whose voice cried in the
wilderness and cried in a cradle,

Whose presence is found in the beauty

of the sunrise and in the life of One

rising out of the Jordon,

We gather to receive Your blessings today.
Your voice has called, and we have come.
May we be touched by the healing
energies of Your loving presence.  Amen.

TIME FOR ALL AGES

A NEW CREED (unison)

We are not alone. We live in God’s world.
We believe in God:
Who has created and is creating,

Who has come in Jesus, the Word made flesh,

to reconcile and make new,
Who works in us and others by the Spirit.
We trust in God.
We are called to be the Church;
To celebrate God’s presence,
to live with respect in Creation,
To love and serve others,
to seek justice and resist evil,
To proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen,
our judge and our hope.
In life, in death, in life beyond death,
God is with us.
We are not alone.
Thanks be to God.

SPECIAL MUSIC

WE HEAR THE WORD

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION
SCRIPTURE:

Isaiah 43: 1-7
Mark 1: 4-11

SERMON “REMEMBER YOUR BAPTISM”

*AFFIRMATION OF OUR

BAPTISMAL FAITH (unison)
| believe in the power of baptism.
I believe that something deeper than | know
happens in baptism, that my life is born anew
through Christ.
I believe in the power of baptism
to transcend time and space
and call me to discipleship with Christ.
The muddy waters of the Jordan River that swirl
over Jesus, merge with the clear waters of the
baptismal font, and we become one as those waters
are one.
I am no longer my own or on my own.

I believe in the power of baptism to shake the
heavens and my world.

I believe in the power of the Spirit’s touch

and those baptized find themselves made beloved
and whole.

I believe in the power of baptism
to call us to ourselves and to Christ.

I believe in the power of baptism

to immerse us in the waters of blessing
and send us forth, with hope,

to be a blessing ourselves.

*HYMN Tune of VU #374
“To the River Jesus Journeyed”
1. Inthe desert, flowing freely,
runs the River Jordan on,
giving life to all who wander
down its banks to meet with John.



There he calls for newer vision,
change of life and change of heart.
"Leave your past, refresh your spirit.
Let this be a brand-new start.”

2. To the river Jesus journeyed
in the burning heat of day.
"John, baptize me in the water,
strengthen me, and with me pray.
Help me wash away the numbness
and the fear that keeps me bound.
Help me open to the Mystery;
here is where my strength is found."

3. Rising from the cooling waters,
open to God's holy mind,
open to compassion's insight
all God's children-humankind.

Blessed by Spirit, held by mercy,

wing-swept by the holy dove,
Jesus calls us all to follow,

living lives of steadfast love.

Juanita L. Austin, Salmon Arm, B.C.

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD

OFFERING INVITATION
(There are giving stations at each of the entrances)

*Please Stand for the Offering Hymn
VU #540  ” Grant Us, God, the Grace”
Grant us, God, the grace of giving,
with a spirit large and free,
that ourselves and all our living,
we may offer faithfully.

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (unison)
Teach us, God, to offer the very best of who

we are in the service of your will through the

mission of this church: may we offer hope,

joy, and reconciliation in the world so much

in need. Receive what we give for the sake
of Jesus Christ. Amen

PASTORAL PRAYER
The Lord’s Prayer ..... Amen

*HYMN VU #574
“Come Let Us Sing of a Wonderful Love ”

*COMMISSIONING & BENEDICTION

*SUNG BLESSING:

Go now in peace, never be afraid,

God will go with you each hour of every day.
Go now in faith, steadfast, strong and true.
Know God will guide you in all you do.

Go now in love, and show you believe.
Reach out to others so all the world can see.
God will be there gentle as a dove.

Go now in peace, in faith, and in love.

POSTLUDE *oE A x

REMINDER: Nominations Committee meeting
TODAY after Church in downstairs meeting room
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WELCOME TO OUR SERVICE

PRELUDE
WELCOME
CELEBRATIONS & CONCERNS

GREETING
God is good
All the time
All the time.
God is good.
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